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Law: Tow Truck, Towing Lights 
 
VEHICLE CODE - VEH 

 DIVISION 12. EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES [24000 - 28150] 
   ( Division 12 enacted by Stats. 1959, Ch. 3. ) 

   CHAPTER 2. Lighting Equipment [24250 - 26106] 
 ( Chapter 2 enacted by Stats. 1959, Ch. 3. ) 

  ARTICLE 3. Rear Lighting Equipment [24600 - 24617] 
   ( Article 3 enacted by Stats. 1959, Ch. 3. ) 
   
24605.   
(a) A tow truck or an automobile dismantler’s tow vehicle used to tow a vehicle shall be equipped with and carry a 
taillamp, a stoplamp, and turn signal lamps for use on the rear of a towed vehicle. 

(b) Whenever a tow truck or an automobile dismantler’s tow vehicle is towing a vehicle and a stoplamp and turn signal 
lamps cannot be lighted and displayed on the rear of the towed vehicle, the operator of the tow truck or the automobile 
dismantler’s tow vehicle shall display to the rear a stoplamp and turn signal lamps mounted on the towed vehicle, 
except as provided in subdivision (c). During darkness, if a taillamp on the towed vehicle cannot be lighted, the operator 
of the tow truck or the automobile dismantler’s tow vehicle shall display to the rear a taillamp mounted on the towed 
vehicle. No other lighting equipment need be displayed on the towed vehicle. 

(c) Whenever any motor vehicle is towing another motor vehicle, stoplamps and turn signal lamps are not required on 
the towed motor vehicle, but only if a stoplamp and a turn signal lamp on each side of the rear of the towing vehicle is 
plainly visible to the rear of the towed vehicle. This subdivision does not apply to driveaway-towaway operations. 

(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 322, Sec. 12. Effective January 1, 2010.) 
 

Do tow lights have to be connected with an extension cord?  
No. Tow lights may be cordless. [VEH 24605] 
 

The above is for references only, please refer to the sections of the Vehicle Code or any changes 
that may have occurred since the publication of this document. 
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